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Amendments to the Abstract 

Please add the following abstract on a new page following the claims: 

—A method for training a neural network in order to optimize the structure of the 
neural network includes identifying and eliminating synapses that have no significant 
influence on the curve of the risk function. First and second sending neurons are selected 
that are connected to the same receiving neuron by respective first and second synapses. 
It is assumed that there is a correlation of response signals from the first and second 
sending neurons to the same receiving neuron. The first synapse is interrupted and a 
weight of the second synapse is adapted in its place. The output signals of the changed 
neural network are compared with the output signals of the unchanged neural network. If 
the comparison result does not exceed a predetermined level, the first synapse is 
eliminated, thereby simplifying the structure of the neural network.-- 


